
Fingerprint Game 

 

Overview: Students learn best through interactive and fun experience! This game allows students to be 

active while learning after all the goal is to keep the student awake. In this activity students will review 

or learn new American Sign Language vocabulary by using their receptive skills and selecting the correct 

vocabulary word. The objective will be accomplished by utilizing various tools for students to practice 

and increase this skill set. 

Resources/materials: 

White board in classroom  

Vocabulary as it applies to your lesson 

Duration: 

Estimated 20-30 minutes depending on quantity of vocabulary words 

Directions: 

The teacher will write as many words from the current vocabulary or a mixture of current and old 

vocabulary on the whiteboard.  

Separate students into teams of four to five or depending on the number of students in your classroom. 

Each team must send one person at a time to face the whiteboard. If you have 5 teams then there will 

be 5 students standing in front of the whiteboard.  

Sign a word in front of the five students and the student who puts his fingerprint on the word first will 

receive a point for their team.  

Once the 5 students have completed the fingerprint task then they will rotate with students in their 

teams to ensure all students participate. 

The team with the most points wins the game. If you would like to award a prize to the winning team, 

homework or test passes are great incentives. 

Additional Information: 

This method can also be used to teach students new vocabulary. If teaching new vocabulary, sign a word 

and ask students what word on the board does the sign look like? Explain that some signs are iconic 

(iconic means the sign resembles the word. Example: Walk-there are two ways to sign it but the iconic 

sign is a number two hand shape, facing downwards and moves like legs walking.) 

This activity can be used for any grade level K-12 and college. The activity supports vocabulary 

attainment and retention.                 


